
Dear all

So we've come to the end of the 19/20 academic year, one which no-one would have 
predicted!  Who would have thought that children would have finished this year with 
some groups in small classes at school and most at home, with parents home 
educating for part or all of the term and our teaching and learning online? We have 
been learning to live alongside the virus, as safely and as sensibly as we can and will 
continue to do so when we open in September. 
This summer we are saying goodbye to Harrison in Y3: he will join his younger brother 
at Long Crendon school for Y4 following the family's move last year: we wish them all  
the best. We are also, of course, saying goodbye to our Y6s as they move on to 
secondary school.  Half of the group have been in school this term and although they 
haven't had the usual transition experience, Mrs Adams and the secondary schools 
have made sure that they're as well prepared as they can be.  So good luck to Lizzie, 
Scarlett, Isaac, George, Antonio, Eleanor, Danny, Cerene, Annastascia, Will, Alexie, 
Maisie G, Luca, Phoebe and Josh and as they move to Waddesdon, to Ryan, Aimee, 
Maisie R, Hayden and Luke who are off to The Buckingham School, to Warren and Alfie 
T who are going to Sir Thomas Freemantle, to Zoe, who's going to The Cooper School, 
to Ibukun who is going to Aylesbury Vale Academy, to Miorri who is going to Sir Henry 
Floyd Grammar School, to Jack and Poppy who are going to Magdalen College School 
in Brackley and  to Alfie P who is going to The Henry Box School in Witney. There are 
so many things to say about the Year 6s as a group of children - they are a great fun 
bunch, full of character and brilliance and we have been proud and privileged that 
they have been at primary school here.  I have great admiration for them and have no 
doubt that we will hear fantastic reports of them in the future - good luck and keep in 
touch! Finally, a big thank you to the amazing school staff, who have worked tirelessly 
this year and particularly during these exceptional times.  

And on behalf of all of us, I'd like to thank the Governors, FROGs and every parent and 
carer for the support and positive messages we've received during this academic year 
and particularly since schools were closed in March.  Wishing you all a happy summer 
break and looking forward very much to seeing you in September!
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 Dear parents and carers,

This academic year certainly didn’t turn out the way any of us anticipated when we 
reviewed our plans back in September! It’s been challenging for all of us and, as the 
year comes to a close, I wanted to say thank you for everything that has been 
achieved.  

Firstly, thank you to all the staff for their incredible commitment and flexibility during 
this pandemic. Guidelines keep changing so goalposts keep moving. As a result, staff 
gave up a lot of time in the Easter and half-term holidays to define and implement 
plans to protect staff and pupils in the school. Staff have also been working hard to 
stay in touch with every family, offering extra help when needed. Mrs McLaren has 
already made you aware that the latest guidelines mean the September arrangements 
will be different again.

Secondly, thank you to all the parents and careers who have worked so hard to 
support the children with their changing needs during lockdown. Every family has a 
different story and every one has been doing their best with the hand that they’ve 
been dealt. Your support is invaluable when the school can’t see every child every day.

And finally, thank you to all the children for rising to the challenge. There have been so 
many examples of amazing work from individuals throughout the school. It seems 
that children are discovering hidden talents in lockdown. Rainbow Games showed 
another way that everyone was individually able to contribute, this time to an overall 
school result. Well done!

As governors, we’ve had to work hard to keep up with the changes. It has meant that 
our usual strategy of looking at the data to monitor and challenge progress has been 
put on hold, as we all worked out how to support the school leaders to implement the 
essentials well. We are all hoping that next year is much more more stable and we can 
return to business as usual. In the meantime, we have a couple of gaps for parent 
governors on the Governing Board so will be starting a selection process in the 
Autumn Term. If you are interested, please have a look at the NGA website for more 
information about what it means to be a governor or get in touch with a current 
governor. Then keep an eye out for information about how to apply.

I hope you all have a healthy and relaxing summer holiday.

Sarah Harris (Chair of Governors)


