
Newsletter

19th October 2020

Dear all
It’s the final week of the first half term, and what a couple of months it 
has been!  We have tried hard to give children full physical and virtual 
school experiences, whilst following the guidelines.  We are benefitting 
hugely from the space we have on site -  particularly the wild wood and 
the wonderful new art room.  

We’ve just taken delivery of a set of benches and tables which will be able 
to host the KS2 children in the hall, enabling us to offer hot meals from 
Monday 9th November.  Please do look at the menu on our website and 
advise of any dietary requirements; ordering will happen daily, as long as 
parentpay has funds.  Our new catering provider is keen for children to 
try the meals - please do encourage your child to try: the meals are 
nutritionally balanced and appealing - and it saves preparing lunchboxes 
every day!

We are delighted that our lower playground is going to be resurfaced 
during half term, funded by county.  It is likely that the work will need to 
be finished during the first three days of the new half term and so our 
one way system will lead parents to exit through the car park as a change 
on these days.  Staff will direct and the car park will cordoned off for 
safety and only in partial use.

Lastly, on behalf of all the staff, I’d like to wish you a wonderful half term 
holiday / break: we look forward to welcoming you back on Monday 2nd 
November!

Best wishes

Beth



Over the past few weeks we have been 
busy in school learning about Harvest. 
In place of a ‘traditional’ Harvest festival 
this year, Reverend Mann did a virtual 
service and the children heard about 
the history of it in the Christian church, 
bible stories, and its role in the wider 
context of our community.

Each class then generated some work 
from their lessons in place of an RE 
lesson.

Reception – learned about how seeds 
grow and why it is important for seeds 
to grow ready for the Harvest time. 

Year 1 – looked at what harvest is and 
how we can say thank you. The children 
decided that sending thank you cards is 
the best way. They also looked at their 
own families where they live, what they 
live in and what they eat - comparing it 
with those in different countries.



Year 2 – created a thankful tree and 
thought about all the food they are 
grateful for-the fruit, vegetables and 
crops in the fields. Each member of 
the class designed a leaf to hang 
from the branches of our tree and 
they recognised how lucky they were 
to have plentiful food3

Year 3 - learned all about Sukkot, the 
Jewish Festival of Shelters. They made 
shelters in forest school
to celebrate the weeklong festival.



Year 4 - learned about Sukkot, the Jewish 
harvest festival, and compared it with a 
Christian harvest festival. They found out 
that both are celebrated in autumn and 
are festivals to give thanks for food.

They then used natural materials to make 
a Sukkah, which is a type of shelter. Jewish 
people spend time and eat meals in their 
Sukkah during Sukkot. 

It is important that the roof of the Sukkah 
does not completely protect them from the 
environment as they trust in God to do 
this.

Year 5 – Compared Harvest with 
Thanksgiving. They then went onto making 
thankful notecards.



Year 6 – learned about the WW2 ‘Dig for Victory’ campaign and harvest 
during war times. As a whole school, we were also able to provide 
Aylesbury Vineyard with a wonderful donation of items the desperately 
needed for the community. 

Thank you so much for contributing, this year more than ever it was 
much appreciated. Our donation was collected by Bernie the Bernwode 
Bus and Aylesbury Vineyard have provided a video to show where your 
donations go:  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uDgFIYo-Bp0OTDBZ4iCc6oXUV0BH6BKT/view?usp=sharing  
There is a small display in the foyer at the front of school you will be 
able to see from outside with some examples of the children’s work.

Many thanks - Mrs. Cort

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uDgFIYo-Bp0OTDBZ4iCc6oXUV0BH6BKT/view?usp=sharing


KS2 Cross Country Event

Last Thursday, 59 of our KS2 pupils took part in the first virtual sports event of 
the year! The KS2 cross country event has always been well attended by GUCS 
pupils, and being able to race on home soil amongst supporting peers was an 
atmosphere not to forget! Due to the recent lockdown, many of our pupils have 
not been able to train as normal but they did not let this stop them. Our LKS2 
pupils ran 1,000m and UKS2 ran 1,500m; we saw incredible results from all year 
groups! Teamwork, resilience and perseverance were shown by every 
competitor. We are exceptionally proud of our GUCS team. Of those who 
competed, the fastest 4 times for each team have been entered into the 
inter-school team event. 
Congratulations to…

Year 3/4 Girls Team: Ella C, Amber, Lola, Florence.
Year 3/4 Boys Team: Carter, Finn, Lloyd and Harry S.
Year 5/6 Girls Team: Erin, Scarlett, Alisha, Millie.
Year 5/6 Boys Team: Thomas B, Josh, Jack R, Thomas P.



NEWS IN BRIEF
If you plan to celebrate Hallowe’en, 
please do so safely! Maybe walk around 
the village with your child and give 
them a sweet each time they spot a 
decorated house? Several local villages 
have agreed “Covid safe” Hallowe’en 
and there are plans for great 
decorations everywhere - enjoy!

FroGS have organised another Bag 2 
School collection for December. If you 
are having a clearout please hang on to 
these items and donate them to the 
collection. As soon as we have the bags 
they will be sent home with your child. 
Please see a list here of what they will 
collect:https://bag2school.com/what-w
e-collect

School 
Photos

The deadline for ordering any school 
photographs through the school has 
passed. If you wish to order any you will 
have to do so directly with Colourbox, 
details are on the order form.

https://bag2school.com/what-we-collect
https://bag2school.com/what-we-collect


CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY
Congratulations to all the children who 
received their star in today’s assembly.

YR  -  Postponed

Y1  - Katie

Y2  -  Morgan

Y3  -   Isaac

Y4  -  Darcy

Y5  -  Connor

Y6  -  Grace



AUTUMN TERM DIARY 
DATES 2020

● Wed 21st  - Y1 Victorian day
● Mon 26th - Fri 30th  - Half term

Feb

● Tues 3rd - Practice secondary transfer test
● Thurs 5th - Secondary Transfer test

Oct

Nov

Dec

● Tues 15th Dec - Bags to School Collection
● Fri 18th  - End of Term
●



Thanks
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